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One Day National Seminar on “Fungal Systematics and Endophyte Bioactive Exploration” was 

Jointly organized by Science College, Congress Nagar, Nagpur and Mahatma Fule Arts, Commerce and 

Sitaramji Chaudhari Science Mahavidyalaya, Warud, Dist. Amravati in collaboration with Mycological 

Society of India, Amravati Unit on 12th January 2026 at Science College, Congress Nagar, Nagpur. 

Dr. D. V. Hande, Principal, Mahatma Fule Arts, Commerce and Sitaramji Chaudhari Science 

Mahavidyalaya, Warud, Dist. Amravati chaired the Inaugural Session of the National Seminar. Inaugurator 

Dr. J. A. Tidke, Ex Pro Vice Chancellor, S. G. B. Amravati University, Amravati and Chief Guest, Professor 

Dr. R. P. Thakare, Ex Head, P. G. T. D. Botany, R. T. M. Nagpur University, Nagpur were present for 

Inaugural session. Key-Note Speaker Professor Dr. Avneet Pal Singh, Department of Botany, Panjabi 

University, Patiala, Panjab and Dr. Vineet Meshram, Dean (R & D Cell) Anjaneya University, Nardaha, 

Raipur, Chhattisgarh; Convenor of the National Seminar Dr. O. S. Deshmukh, Principal, Shivaji Science 

College, Congress Nagar, Nagpur; Co-convenor Dr. S. V. Satpute, Professor & Head, Department of Botany, 

Mahatma Fule Arts, Commerce and Sitaramji Chaudhari Science Mahavidyalaya, Warud, Dist. Amravati; 

Organizing Secretary Dr. R. H. Mahakhode, Head, Department of Botany, Shivaji Science College, Congress 

Nagar, Nagpur; Joint Organizing Secretary Mr. S. S. Sakhare, Treasure Dr. A. G. Buddhe were also present 

on the dais. 

 Dr. O. S. Deshmukh delivered inaugural speech and welcomed all the delegates and participants on 

behalf of the organizing institutes. He spoke on the importance of the organization of National Seminar, and 

elaborated the achievements of the institute, students and the staff. The Souvenir of the National Seminar 

was released at the hands of the guest on the dais.  

 Dr. J. A. Tidke delivered Inaugural Speech and urged the participants to remain connected, through 

R & D, for the self-development and progress in the subject. Dr. Avneet Pal Singh expressed his views about 

the polypore fungi diversity existing in and around the Vidarbha Region and need of exploratory work on 

these beautiful wild organisms. Chairperson Dr. D. V. Hande spoke about the theme of the National Seminar 

and made a appeal to join the Mycological Society of India. Organizing Secretary Dr. R. H. Mahakhode 

proposed vote of thanks for the Inaugural Session.  

 The Technical Session- I was Chaired by Dr. Nitin Dongarwar, Professor, P. G. T. D. Botany, R. T. 

M. Nagpur University, Nagpur. Dr. G. B. Hedaoo, Asstt. Professor in Botany, Shri Shivaji Science College, 

Amravati was the Rapporteur for this session. During this session Dr. Avneet Pal Singh delivered a classical 

talk on topic- ‘Polypore Taxonomy: Morphological Approach’. He elaborated the stable taxonomic 

characters of the polypore fungi, types of fruiting bodies, and pore size & shape in polypore fungi; edible 



7 
 

and non-edible polypore fungi, identification of polypore fungi in detail and even photography of polypore.  

All the student participants got inspired by his talk. 

 The Technical Session- II was Chaired by Dr. N. H. Shahare, Professor & Head, Department of 

Botany, Brijlal Biyani Science College, Amravati. Dr. Ashwajit A. Fulzele, Professor & Head, Department 

of Botany, Shri. Mathuradas Mohota College of Science, Nagpur was the Rapporteur for this session. In this 

session, Dr. Vineet Meshram delivered a talk on the topic ‘Fungal Endophytes: From Natures Hitchhikers to 

Micro-factories of Bioactive Compounds’. Dr. Meshram spoke on recent research and development in 

endophyte bioactive compound exploration and its role in the management of cancer, agricultural diseases, 

and crop stress management.  

 After lunch break, in the Technical Session- III ‘Hands-on-Training’ was organized, in the 

Department of Botany, for the participants on ‘Identification of Polypore Fungi’. Dr. Avneet Pal Singh taught 

the participants regarding collection, preservation, key taxonomic characters and identification of the 

polypore fungi.  

 In the Technical Session- IV ‘Hands-on-Training’ was organized for the participants on ‘Isolation and 

Identification of Fungal Endophytes’. Dr. Vineet Meshram trained the participants in isolation techniques 

and identification of fungal endophytes.  

 Simultaneously with Technical Session III & IV, Session for ‘Poster Presentation’ was organized. In 

all 51 participants presented poster. Dr. D. K. Koche, Dr. Suradkar and Dr. Ninad Dharkar carried out 

evaluation of the posters. Meanwhile, invited guest and participants of the National Seminar visited 

Hydroponics Unit, Terrace Garden and Soil-less Organic Farming maintained by the students and staff of the 

Botany Department of the host institute. The students and the staff narrated the functioning of these units 

very well.  

  In Valedictory Session chaired by Dr. D. V. Hande, Dr. Rupesh Badere, Professor & Head, P. G. T. 

D. Botany, R. T. M. Nagpur University, Nagpur, and Dr. D. B. Gogle, Professor and Head, Department of 

Molecular Biology and Genetic Engineering, R. T. M. Nagpur University, Nagpur were present on the dais 

as Chief Guest. Guest of Honour Dr. Suchita Khodke, Dr. D. K. Koche; Co-convenor Dr. S. V. Satpute and 

Organizing Secretary Dr. R. H. Mahakhode were also present on the dais. Dr. Badere and Dr. Gogle spoke 

on transfer of research outcomes to the farmers for their economic upliftment, specially to the farmers of 

Vidarbha, were ‘Farmers Suicide’ is a major problem. Three prizes were given to the winners of the poster 

presentation at the hands of guests on the dais. Mr. Nitin Ingole, Shri Shivaji Agri. Biotechnology College, 

Amravati got first prize. A team of students from Mohata Science College, Nagpur got second prize. Dr. 

Mukund Fiske, Amravati got third prize, and Consolation prize was given to Ku. Anushka Khare, M. Sc. 

Botany, Science College, Congress Nagar, Nagpur.  
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 Dr. D. V. Hande, Chairperson of the Valedictory Function, spoke about the need of such activities in 

educational institutes to spread up the subject knowledge up to undergraduate and post-graduate students, 

and to inspire them for critical thinking. Dr. S. V. Satpute, Co-convenor of the National Seminar, proposed 

Vote of Thanks for the Valedictory Session.  

             Dr. S.S. Deshmukh, Dr. A. G. Buddhe, Dr. Tinku Kumar Rajput, Mr. Swapnil Fuse, Miss. Utkarsha 

Pete, Miss. Chaitali Patil took painstaking efforts for the success of this event. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                         

Dr. O. S. Deshmukh                    Dr. R. H. Mahakhode 

Principal & Convenor        Organizing Secretary 
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Photographs of the National Seminar 
 

A) Inaugural Session: 
 

     
  

 

 

 

B) Technical Session I:  

         
 

Guest on the dais releasing Souvenir of the National Seminar 

 

Organizing Secretary Dr. R. H. Mahakhode proposing vote of thanks for the Inaugural Session.  

Dr. Avneet Pal Singh delivering a talk on topic- ‘Polypore Taxonomy: Morphological Approach’. 
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C) Technical Session II: 

 

 

D) Technical Session III: Hands-On-Training: ‘Identification of Polypore Fungi’. 

       

 

E) Technical Session IV: Hands-On-Training: ‘Isolation and Identification of Fungal 

Endophytes’. 

     

       

Dr. Vineet Meshram delivering a talk on topic ‘Fungal Endophytes: From Natures Hitchhikers to Micro-

factories of Bioactive Compounds’. 

Guest Speaker: Dr. Avneet Pal Singh 

Guest Speaker: Dr. Vineet Meshram 
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F) Poster Presentation:  

     

 

 

G) Visit to Hydroponics Unit, Terrace Garden and Organic Terrace Farming Unit 

     

     

 

       

          

 

 

 

Poster Evaluation: Jury Member- Dr. D. K. Koche, Dr. Suradkar and Dr. Ninad Dharkar 

Hydroponics Unit Terrace Garden 

              Visiting Guests Organic Terrace Farming 

Unit 
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H) Technical Session V: Valedictory Function 

       

 

 

 

 

Prize Distribution to the Winers of Poster Presentation 

Co-convener Dr. S. V. Satpute proposing Vote of Thanks for the Valedictory Session 
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ACTION TAKEN REPORT 

 

The One Day National Seminar on “Fungal Systematics and Endophyte Bioactive Exploration” successfully 

achieved its objective of promoting advanced knowledge and practical skills in fungal taxonomy and 

bioactive research organized by Shivaji Science College, Congress Nagar, Nagpur in collaboration with 

Mahatma Fule Arts, Commerce and Sitaramji Chaudhari Science Mahavidyalaya, Warud and Mycological 

Society of India at Science College, Congress Nagar, Nagpur. The seminar provided a valuable platform for 

academicians, researchers, and students to exchange ideas and recent research findings. The expert lectures 

and hands-on training sessions conducted by Dr. Avneet Pal Singh and Dr. Vineet Meshram were enriched 

participants with practical exposure to polypore identification and endophyte isolation techniques. The poster 

presentation encouraged young researchers to showcase their scientific work and enhanced their confidence. 

The seminar also strengthened academic networking and collaboration among institutions. Overall, the 

National seminar contributed significantly to fostering research orientation, skill development, and 

awareness about the importance of fungal diversity and its bioactive potential in sustainable development 

and agriculture. 

 

 

 

                                                                                         

Dr. O. S. Deshmukh                    Dr. R. H. Mahakhode 

Principal & Convenor        Organizing Secretary 
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FEEDBACK FORM QUESTIONIER 

1. Were the topics covered relevant to your academic or research interests? 

2.  How clear and effective were the speakers in communicating the concepts?  

3.  How satisfied were you with the hands-on training on fungal systematics? 

 4. Did you gain new skills related to bioactive compound extraction or analysis?   

5. How would you rate the overall event organization? 
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