SHIVAJI SCIENCE COLLEGE, CONGRESS NAGAR, NAGPUR
DEPARTMENT OF BOTANY

Inauguration of 'Amritvatika' and launch of 'Shivaji Organics'

12 March 2025

REPORT

The Department of Botany, Science College, Congress Nagar, Nagpur, successfully
organized the grand inauguration and launch of Amrut Vatika and Shivaji Organics on
March 12, 2025. The event was held at the Knowledge Resource Centre (Library) and
was followed by a garden visit. The initiative aimed to promote sustainable agricultural
practices and environmental awareness. The primary objectives of launching Amrut
Vatika and Shivaji Organics were to establish an educational botanical garden showcasing
diverse plant species, promote organic and eco-friendly Agro-fertilizers, encourage
sustainable farming methods through organic waste management, and raise awareness
about the importance of medicinal plants, hydroponics, and soil-less farming. The event
commenced at 2:00 PM with the arrival of the esteemed guests. The lighting of the
traditional lamp marked the auspicious beginning, followed by a floral welcome
ceremony. Convener Dr. Reshma P. Sonwalkar delivered an introductory speech
emphasizing the vision and mission behind the initiative. This was followed by the digital
inauguration of Amrut Vatika and the official launch of Shivaji Organics Under the
'Shivaji Organics' initiative, the production of biofertilizers was inaugurated, featuring
two key products. 'Grow Max' (Liquid Biofertilizer), developed under the guidance of
Dr. Reshma Sonwalkar and Mr. Piyushkumar Sharma, is an eco-friendly fertilizer created
by repurposing onion and garlic peels, mixed fruit and vegetable peels, and banana peels.
'Azolla Biofertilizer," developed under the guidance of Swapnil Fuse, Aishwarya Zure,
and Piyushkumar Sharma, enhances soil fertility and promotes sustainable agriculture.
Additionally, a hydroponics unit and Mushroom cultivation was established under the
Guidance of Dr. R.H. Mahakhode to demonstrate soil-less plant growth techniques,
promoting water-efficient farming. Mushroom cultivation was introduced as an
entrepreneurial initiative, allowing students to gain hands-on experience in sustainable

food production. A structured herbarium preparation initiative was also undertaken to



document plant specimens scientifically, providing an academic resource for botanical

studies and research.

During the event, the book 'Amritvatika,' authored by Dr. Reshma Sonwalkar, Dr. Tinku
Kumar, and Mr. Piyushkumar Sharma, was unveiled by the chief guests. Two significant
initiatives were also launched: the 'Fossil Depository' (Jivashm Dalan), which includes a
collection of ancient fossils useful for geology and biology research, and 'Campus Tree
Flora' (Parisar Vriksha Sampada), which documents and conserves tree species found on
campus.. The event also featured the unveiling of the fossil depository and campus tree
flora. Guest of Honor Prof. Nitin Dongarwar sir shared his insights on the significance of
botanical conservation and organic farming. Prof. Punita Tiwari addressed the audience
with a few words of encouragement. The Chief Guest, Dr. Kalpana Pandey, delivered an
inspiring speech on the role of sustainable practices in modern agriculture. Principal Dr.
O. S. Deshmukh then delivered the presidential speech, emphasizing the college’s

commitment to environmental conservation and innovative agricultural solutions.

The 'Amritvatika' project was developed on the rooftop garden of the college under the
guidance of Dr. Reshma Sonwalkar and B.Sc. Semester-I students. This unique initiative
consists of over 100 plants covering more than 50 different plant families, including 45+
medicinal plants. It also features Xerophytes, spices, ornamental plants, hydrophytes, and
plants categorized based on zodiac signs and planetary influences. Each plant has a QR
code providing details such as common name, botanical name, family, and medicinal
uses. Faculty members and media personnel appreciated the efforts of students after an

extensive observation of the project.

The event was excellently anchored by Himanshi Shiv, and a vote of thanks was delivered

by Ms. Aishwarya Zure.

Action Taken:

To enhance awareness and training, students were provided hands-on sessions on rooftop
gardening, hydroponics, biofertilizer preparation, and mushroom cultivation. QR code

tagging for plant identification was successfully implemented, and organic fertilizers



were tested in the college gardens and nearby agricultural lands. The fossil depository,

campus tree documentation, and herbarium collection were also established as valuable

academic resources.
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Feedback Form:
DEPARTMENT OF BOTANY

Inauguration of 'Amritvatika' and 'Shivaji Organics'

This Torm k= colkkctng amal s

0

s SetHngs

Full Hame ™

Sheort an S r Seort

Cla=s ™

Sheort an S r Seort

1. Hoaw wecubdl you rabs the cantemnd guality of the sest? =

E=cssdla:nmt
EaTiar

[t Tetas

ZF Hoawe relevard doa poeua ird thes prajects fow res=arch amnd deselogpgment?

Exrcsadlant
Easiar

(=

2. Howe weoubdl you rabe the peractical mmplermen tatesam®

E=cssdla:nmt
EaTiar

[t Tetas

4 Hoawe wwas the averall ewern arganizatomn™

E=cssdla:nmt
EaTiar

[t Tetas



Feedback and Analysis:

A feedback form was distributed among attendees, including students, faculty members,

and guests. The responses were analysed, with the following observations:

1. How would you rate the content quality of the event?
44 responses

@ Excellent
@ Better
@» Good

2. How relevant do you find the projects for research and development?

44 responses
@ Excellent
@ Better
a @ Good

3. How would you rate the practical implementation?
44 responses

@ Excellent
@ Better
@ Good

4. How was the overall event organization?
44 responses

@ Excellent
@ Better
@ Good
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Chairperson
Dr. O. S. Deshmukh About Amrutvatika
Principal

. Amrut Vatika is a unique educational garden
Chlef GUESt showcasing sustainable practices and diverse plant
Dr Kalpana Pandey species. It features sections like Rashi Vatika,
President, Shikshan Manch, Former Mayor Navgrah Vatika, Medicinal plants, Hydrophytes,

Nagpur Xerophytes, Spice Corner, organic/Soilless farming

and Hydroponics, promoting  environmental

Guest of Honor
Prof. Nitin Dongarwar

Head, P.G.T. Department of Botany.
RTM . Nagpur University, Nagpur.

Head
Prof. P. S. Tiwari

Head, Department of Botany

Convener

Dr. Reshma P. Sonwalkar
Dr. Rupali H. Mahakhode

Co - Convener

awareness.

About Shivaiji Organics

Shivaji Organic Products offers eco-friendly agro-
fertilizers and bio-fertilizers made from Azolla and

organic waste like fruit and vegetable peels.
These products promote sustainable farming
while reducing waste. Our initiative reflects a

commitment to environmentally conscious and

innovative agricultural solutions.

Mr. Piyushkumar R. Sharma

DETAILS OF PROGRAM o
Date : 12/03/2025 | Time: 2:00 PM Zs

Venue : Knowledge Resource Centre (Library) Followed by Garden visit.
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Shivaji Science College Launches
Al-Driven Gardening Solutions
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Nagpur: The Botany Department of Shivaji Science
College unveiled its innovative Al-driven
educational garden, ‘Amrut Vatika', on Wednesday.
The initiative aims to foster sustainability &
environmental awareness among students and the
community at large.

The garden features specialized sections such as
Rashli Vatika and Navgrah Vatika, showcasing
plants assoclated with zodiac signs and planetary
Influences. Other areas Include Medicinal Plants,
Hydrophytes, Xerophytes, Spice Corner, & Soilless
Farming, higt diverse plant ies &
sustainable practices.

Alongside the garden, several unique projects were
introduced. Talking Tree, an interactive digital

initiative, engages visitors in learning about p}

species.
Talking Fossils showcases fossilized plant
specimens, tracing the evolution of flora over time.
The ‘Seed Bank' aims to preserve native and rare
plant species, contributing to biodiversity
conservation. i - of Preserving
Nature' blen ard
medicinal and endangered plants. The Digital Flora




