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 Report on ‘World Fungus Week Celebration’  

World Fungus week was organized by Department of Botany on September 27, 2025 

at Botany Lab. The aimed at creating awareness about the fascinating world of fungi 

and their vital role in ecosystems, medicine, and biotechnology. The event featured 

student-centered competition as to foster scientific creativity and observation skills. 

Objectives 

1. Introduction: 

The Department of Botany organized World Fungus Week, aimed at creating 

awareness about the fascinating world of fungi and their vital role in ecosystems, 

medicine, and biotechnology. The event featured student-centered competition as to 

foster scientific creativity and observation skills. 

2. Events Conducted: 

To mark the occasion, a series of engaging competitions were organized for both 

UG and PG students: 

a. Sketching Competition: 

Students creatively illustrated various types of fungi, including mushrooms, molds, 

and microscopic fungal structures. The entries reflected both scientific accuracy and 

artistic expression. Participants submitted hand-drawn sketches of various fungal 

species, with attention to morphology, structure and artistic detail. 

a. Sketching Competition: 

 Winners: 

🥇 1st Prize: Arin Bagchi (M.Sc.I),  LIT college Nagpur. 

🥇 2nd Prize: Manjiri Manish Mharkule (B.Sc. II), Seth Kesrimal Porwal 

College Kamptee. 

🥇 3rd Prize: Falak Atul Sahare (M.Sc. Biotech) LIT College Nagpur. 

 Consolation prize- Madhavi Gurnule (B.Sc. III), Science College Nagpur. 

 Consolation prize- Payal Sachin Pawar (B.sc. II yr) Arvindbabu 

Deshmukh Mahavidyalaya Bharshingi. 



 

b. Fungal Culture Display: 

 Participants presented live and preserved fungal cultures collected or grown in 

laboratory conditions. Each culture was accompanied by a short description, 

including taxonomy, habitat, and significance.  

 Winners: 

🥇 1st Prize: Pragya Alok Rai ( B.Sc. III yr) Dharampeth Science College 

Nagpur.  

🥇 2nd Prize: Riya Singh (B.Sc.V sem) Science College Nagpur. 

🥇 3rd Prize: Pranali Purushottam Botare ( B.Sc. II) Shri Sant Gadge 

Maharaj Mahavidyalaya Hingna, Nagpur. 

 Consolation- Sapana Harish Mishra (B.Sc.II) Science College Congress 

Nagar Nagpur. 

c. Fungal Photography Competition: 

 Students submitted macro and microscopic photographs capturing the 

diversity and beauty of fungi in nature and lab settings. The images 

showcased excellent observational and technical skills. 

 

 Winners: 

🥇 1st Prize: Payal Ganpat Maraskolhe (M.Sc.I Botany), Science College 

Nagpur 

🥇 2nd Prize: Sneha Rajkumar Chandewar ( B.Sc. III yr) Institute Of 

science Nagpur 

 🥇 3rd Prize: Siddhant arvind Shrawankar (B.Sc. I yr) Shri Mathuradas 

Mohota Science College Nagpur. 

 Consolation-Prachi Shailesh Kanoje (M.Sc. I yr) Science College 

Nagpur.  

 

3. Jury Members: 

The entries were evaluated by a panel of experienced faculty members based on 

creativity, scientific accuracy, presentation, and relevance to the theme: 

 Dr. Nagesh Yemul – Assistant Professor, Institute of Science Nagpur. 

 Dr. Madhuri Thakre – Assistant Professor, PGTD Botany Nagpur. 



 

4. Participation and Feedback: 

Over 37 students participated across all events. Total 71 students present for 

competition and received positive feedback from 54 students. The creativity and 

quality of submissions reflected the students’ growing interest in mycology. 

 

5. Conclusion: 

The celebration of World Fungus Week served as an engaging platform for UG 

and PG students to explore the importance of fungi in nature and applied sciences. 

It sparked academic interest in fungal taxonomy, pathology, and applied 

mycology. The competitions not only promoted scientific temper but also 

enhanced visual and creative expression. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 





 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 



Gallery 

 

Competition inaugurated by Chief Guest Prof. Ashwajit Fulzele and  

Respected Principal Dr. O.S. Deshmukh. 

 

   

Juding of Competition by Judge Dr. Yemul and Dr. Thakre 



    

                                 

  

   

Prof. Ashwajit Fulzele delivered a guest lecture on occasion of ‘World fungus day’ 

2025. 

   



     

Prize Distribution ceremony  
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ACTION TAKEN REPORT 

On September 27, 2025, the Department of Botany has successfully organized World Fungus 

Week Celebration to create awareness about the importance of fungi in ecosystems, agriculture, 

and biotechnology. Various activities were conducted during the week to encourage student 

participation and scientific curiosity. The event featured Prof. Ashwajit Fulzele as the chief guest, 

whose expertise greatly enriched the session.  Sir has addressed on the ecological and economic 

significance of fungi. His motivational address set the tone for the world fungus week celebration. 

A total of 33 students from various 11 colleges and actively participated in the fungal sketch, 

photography and fungal culture competitions organized during the world fungus week. Winners 

were felicitated with certificates and mementoes. The event received positive feedback from 

students. The celebration successfully increased students’ understanding of fungal biology and its 

relevance in environmental sustainability. The programme fostered scientific interest, teamwork 

and environmental awareness among participants.  

Conclusion 

The World Fungus Week Celebration proved to be an engaging and educational event that successfully met 

its objectives of spreading awareness about the vital role of fungi in nature and human life. The enthusiastic 

participation of students and the insightful address by the Chief Guest, Prof. Ashwajit Fulzele, made the 

programme both informative and inspiring. The series of competitions encouraged creativity, scientific 

thinking, and teamwork among students. Overall, the event strengthened academic interest in mycology 

and highlighted the importance of conserving fungal biodiversity for a sustainable future. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

  

   

 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

        

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                    

   Convenor                                                                      Head of Department 

Dr. A. M. Katgaye                                                           Dr. R.H. Mahakhode 
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