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The Department of Microbiology and Biotechnology conducted a seminar on "Empowering 

Youth for Undertaking Value Added Innovative Research" on 7th April 2025. The guest 

speaker was Dr. Preeti Chandurkar, Chief Coordinator, BIRAC E-YUVA Center, Bhopal. Also 

present were Principal Dr. O.S. Deshmukh, Coordinator Prof. Atul Bobdey, and Convener Dr. 

Pranita Gulhane. The seminar aimed to inspire undergraduate and postgraduate students to 

explore research and innovation in biotechnology. Dr. Chandurkar introduced BIRAC 

(Biotechnology Industry Research Assistance Council), a government body supporting biotech 

innovations and entrepreneurship. She discussed the role of E-YUVA Centres, which help 

students develop entrepreneurial skills and innovative ideas. 

She highlighted various fellowships offered to undergraduate, postgraduate, and Ph.D. 

students, and explained how these programs support early-stage research and project 

development. The session also included guidance on applying for fellowships, selecting 

mentors, and writing proposals. The seminar was informative and encouraged students to 

pursue research with confidence and creativity. It also emphasized the importance of turning 

innovative ideas into practical solutions for real-world problems. Students actively interacted 

with the speaker, showing enthusiasm towards exploring research opportunities. The event 

created awareness about government-supported platforms and motivated students to build a 

career in scientific research and biotechnology innovation. 

Action taken: A total of 131 students participated in the seminar, gaining valuable insights 

into research and innovation opportunities in biotechnology. The session proved highly 

beneficial as it introduced students to government-supported platforms like BIRAC and E-

YUVA Centres, encouraging them to take up innovative projects. Students learned about 

various fellowships available at undergraduate, postgraduate, and Ph.D. levels, along with step-

by-step guidance on proposal writing and mentor selection. The seminar helped boost their 

confidence to pursue research, enhanced their awareness of entrepreneurship in science, and 

motivated them to translate ideas into practical solutions. 
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     FEEDBACK FORM 

 
Q.1) How would you rate the overall organization of the seminar? 

 

a) Excellent 

b) Good 

c) Average 

 

Q.2) How informative did you find the session on BIRAC and its initiatives? 

 

a) Very informative 

b) Somewhat informative 

c) Not informative  

 

Q.3) How likely are you to explore research opportunities and fellowships after 

attending the seminar? 

 

a) Very likely 

b) Likely 

c) Unlikely 

 

Q.4) Was the session engaging and interactive? 

 

a) Yes 

b) No 

Q.5) Would you recommend this seminar to your peers? 

a) Yes 

b) No          
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Q.1) How would you rate the overall organization of the seminar? 
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Q.2) How informative did you find the session on BIRAC and its initiatives? 
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Very informative Somewhat Informative Nor Informative Total

Q.3) How likely are you to explore research opportunities and fellowships after 

attending the seminar? 
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Q.4) Was the session engaging and interactive? 
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Q.5) Would you recommend this seminar to your peers? 
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